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SENATECHAMBE~ t 
AUSTIN, TEXAS, Thursday, April 13, 1871. ~ 

Senate met pursuant to adjournment; President Campbell pre-
siding. 

Holl called; quorum present. 
Ab,;ent--excused--Senator Flanagan. 
Prayer by the Chaplain. 
On uiotion of Senator Fountain, the reading of the journal of 

yei:iterdny was dispensed with. 

REPORTS OF STANDING COl\lMITTEES. 

Report of Committee on E11grosse<l Bills : 
COMMITTEE RooM, 

llon. DON CAMPBELL, : 
AusnN, April 13, 1871. 

President of the Senate: 
Sm.: Your Committee on En~ro55ed Bills havin~ examined and 

compared Senate bill No. 69, "An act supplementary to an act en
titled ' an act to provide for the registration of voters,' approved 
the eleventh day of July, A. D. 1870," fi11u the same to be correctly 
engrossed. 

Report read and received. 

G. T. 1.,UBY, 
P. W. HALL, 
E. L. DOHONEY. 

~ecretary carried to the House for concurrence Senate bill No. 69. 

REPORTS OF SELECT COMMITTEES. 

Senator Pickett submitted the following report of Conference 
Committee on Senate bill No. 94, "An act to give effect to the 
several provisions of the Constitution concerning tax~s." 

Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 

AUSTIN, April 12, 1871. 

Srn : Your Committee of Conference, appointed to consider the 
matters of difference on Senate bill No. 94, entitled " An act to 
give effect to the several provisions of the Constitution concerning 
taxes,'' have had the same under consideration and ask leave to 
recommend: 
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1. That the Senate concur in the fJllowing Hounse amendment : 
Amend section three by striking out all after the words ' as may be 
by law directed.' 

2. That the House recede fro!!l the following amendments : 
Amend section five, line two, by striking out the word 'fourth' and 
inserting ' eighth ;' amend section six, line seven, by inserting· after 
the word 'follows,' the iollowing: 'for selling spirituous, vinous, 
malt and other intoxicating liquor:> in quantities of one quart (or 
more) and for selling beer in quantities of one pint or more, 
(except retailers who have previously obtained license therefor,) 
one hundred dollars;' amend section six, line ten, by striking QUt 
all after the word 'dollars,' down to and including the word · 8tate,' 
in line thirteen ; amend section six, lines thirty-three and thirty
four, by striking out the words 'or goods or wares exclusively 
manufactured in this 8tate.' 

3. That the Senate concur in the following amend~ents : Amend 
section six, lir;e thirty-six, by striking out the word ' transient.' 

4. That the Hou'je recede from the following amendment : Amend 
sectior1 six, line 100, by striking out from th~ word 'that' down to 
and incluJing the word 'considerc<l,' in line 102. • 

5. That the Senate concur m the following House amendments • 
Amend section six, line 113, by inserting after the word 'every,' 
the word ' life;' ami.?nd section six, line 148, by inserting after the 
word 'person' the words 'or memhers of a.' 

6. That the House recerlc from the followinl?: amendment: Amend 
section six, line forty-one, by striking out the w0rds ' by a::..ateur 
performers or.' 

7. The committee recommend the following amendments to sec
tion six: Amen<l sccti0n six, line:> one hundred and sixty-five and 
·one hundred and 8ixty-six, by striking out the words 'agents and 
sub-agents of insurance companies;' also, lines one hurdred and 
seventy-three and one hundred and seventy four, by striking out the 
words ' and insurance.' 

8. The House recedes from the following amendments : Amend 
section seven, line five, by striking out the word 'net' and inserting· 
the word 'gross.' And the committee recommend the following 
amendment: Amend section seven, line four, by striking out the 
word ' two ' and inserting the word ' one.' 

9. That the House recede from the following amendment : 
Amend section ten by adding to said section the following ; 'and 
where, from any cause, in any unorganized county, there ·is no 
quorum of justices of the peace, then the Comptroller shall designate 
what officer or officers shall make the assessment in the precinct 
where vacancies exist.' 
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10. That the Senate concur in the follewing House amendments: 
Amend section twenty by striking out the words 'at the county site ' 
and insertin(l' in lieu thereof the words 'at least two places in each 

0 ' 
precinct of his county;' also, by striking out all after the words 
'the sheriff or Lis deputy,' in line one, down to and including the 
words 'shall be a sufficient demand,' in line twelve; amend section 
twenty-four, line six, by inserting after the word' State' the words 
1 and count}';'. also, line seven, by inserting after the word 'fourth' 
t'1e words 'of the State tax.' 

11. That the House recede from the following: Amend section 
twenty·-fonr by striking cut all after the words 'prior to the date 
thereof,' in line twenty, down to and including the words 'of the 
lien hereby created,' in line thirty-five. And the committee re
C)mmend the following amendment : Amend section twenty-four, 
line twcnty-si~, by striking out the word ' ten ' and inserting in lieu 
thereof the words 'twenty-five.' 

12. That the Senate concur in the following House amendments: 
Amend section twenty-four, line two, by inse1 ting after the word 
'taxes' the words 'State and county:' amend section twenty-seven 
by striking out all of said section and inserting the following as a 
substitute therefor : 

' BONDS OF OFFICERS-

' SEc. 27. E\•ery justice of the peace and sheriff shall, within 
thirty days after they shall have received notice of their election or 
appointment, and before en~ering upon the duties of their respective 
offices as assessors and collectors of taxes, give a bond in such form as 
the Comptroller shall prescribe, payable to tbe State of Texas, in a. 
sum at least equal to the amount of the tax assessed the previous 
year for their respective precinct!'! and counties, with three or more 
good and sufficient sureties, to be approved by tLe judge of the ju
dicial district in which said county may be situated, aLd shall take 
and subscribe the oath prescribed by the Constitution, which, ta
gether with said bond, shall be recorded in the office of the di3trict 
clerk of the county, and be forwarded by said clerk to the Comp-

. troller, to be deposited in his office; said bond shall be conditioned 
that the j11stice or sheriff shall faithfully discharge all the duties re
quired of him as assessor or collector of taxes, as the case may be, 
for and <luring the full term for which he was elected or appointed, 
and said bond sh'lll not become void on the first recovery, but suit 
may be maintained thereon until the wltole amount thereof be re
covered. Any justice .or sheriff may be required to give a new 
bond, or additional or other securities, whenever, in the opinion of 
the Comptroller: it may he ad\·isa.ble; and when so required to give 
a new bond or additional securities, the justice or sheriff shall sus-
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pend the duties of his office until said new bond or additional secu
rities are given, and on failure to give the same within thirty days 
from notice he shall be dismissed from office. 

'Whenever the jnstices of a county shall all agree to and appoint 
a, common deputy to assess for the entire county, or when the sheriff 
appoints a deputy to collect from the entire county, such deputy 
shall take and suhscribe the oath and give bond as required above 
in the case of sheriffs. 

' In addi~ion to the bond ahove specified the- sheriff shall also exe
cute a bond payable to the County Court, naming the members 
thereof and their successors in office, in a sum at least equal to the 
probab1e amount of the county tax of the county, with two or more 
good and sufficient suretic8, to be approved by said County Court; 
and no perso:i shall be received as a surety for an amount greater 
than the value of his prop·'.)rty, after deducting all exemptions and 
legal liabilities, which amount shall be stated under oath ; said bend 
shall be deposited in the office of the clerk of the District Court and 

• by him duly recorded. Said bond shall be conditioned that the 
sheriff shall faithfully discharge all tlie Lluties n•quired of him by 
law as collector of taxes, and shall make settlement with the treas
urer of the county for all moneys that may come into his hands be
longing to the couuty at least every two months, or oftener, if so 
ordered by the County Court. Said hond shall also extend to the 
foithfol performar.ce of his duties for the full term for which he was 
elected or appointed, and shall not he void upon the firs: recovery; 
pmvided, the court may, in its discretion, require a new bond at any 
time: and Jur~lter prodded, that nothing hL·rein shall be so con
strued as to prohibit tht sheriff from collecting the county tax by a 
qualified deputy.' , 

The House recedes from the following amendments: Amend sec: 
tion thirty, line two, by inserting at end of line after word 'a' the 
word 'common;" am~nd section thirty, line fourt~en, by ii.serting 
after word 'county' the words 'one-third of.' 

The Senate concur in the following amendment: Amend section 
thirty-one, line five, by strikin.~ out aftrr the wor<l 'and' all down 
to word 'shall,' in line tl1irteen. 

E. B. PICKETT, 
Chairman Semte Committee. 

B. RUSH PLUMLEY, 
Chairman House Committee. 

On motion of Sen:itor Pickett, the rules were suspended, and the 
report of Conference Committee adopted. 

[Senator Fountain in the chair.] 
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BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS. 

By Senator Ford: a bill (Senate bill No. 346) to be entitled "An 
act amcn<latory of 'an act creating the office of weip:ber of cotton 
for certain purts in the State,' passed September 1, 1856." Read 
first time !tnd refor:·ed to Committee on Judiciary. 

Senator Gaines offered the following resolution : 
Ues11l1.:cd, That the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to re

tain all the papers of absent Sl~nators. 
On motion of Senator l\lills, the resolution was referred to Com

mittee on Contingent Expense:'!. 
Under direction of the Pre3idcnt the Secretary carried to the 

House for concurrence Senate bill No. 345, ''An act supplemental 
to 'an a-: t to provide for the release of children or other persons, 
citizens of the State of 'l'cxa~. wiJO arc, have been, or may hereafter 
be held as captives hy the I11di:ms,' appro\·ed J· pril 5, 1871." Also 
for signature the following enrolled s~nate bills : 

Senate bill No. 96, '·Au act to amend an act entitled 'an act to 
incorporate the Alamo Fire Associatit)n.'" 

Senate bill No. 12.2, ''An act to incorporate the Excelsior Bridge 
Company.'' 

f:c11are bill ·No. llH, "An act to esta.blish a frrry across the Sa
bine ri\·er, nt or ncnr Fredonia~ Rusk euunt_y, Texas:" 

Senate bill No. 236, "An act to incorporate the Tyler Cemetery 
Association.'' 

f-enate hill No. 303, ''An act provi(ling for the transfer of certain 
causes peudiug iu the Dist1iet Court ot Polk county, from the 
county of Polk to the county of San J acintti." 

Enrolle<l bills signe<l by the Speaker, returned and signed by the 
~ Presi<lent of the ~enatc. 

l\fossage from the Hom;e by Chief Clerk, inlormiug the Senate 
the Hou~e had pa~~ed ~eratP bill No. 11.38, ''An act to incorporate 
the Galveston and Dell\'er City Air Liue Railway, and to promote 
the construction tlrPreof, ., with amendments. 

Also, Seuate bill No. 27G, " An act t0 provide for the establish
ment of the Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas," with
out amendments. 

Also, informing the Senate the House has adopted the report of 
the Committee of Conference on House bill No. 25, entitled ''An 
act to incorporate tbe Gymnastic Association al New Braunfels, un
der the name and style of Turnverein New Braunfels." 

Ha" also agreed to· Senate amcndrr,ents to House bill No. 378: 
ent'tled ;, An act to incorporate the city of Waco." 

And has agreed to and adopted the report of the Con:mittcc JO 
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Conference on Senate bill No. 94, ''An act to give effect to the 
several pr.l\visions of the Constitution concerning taxes." 

Abo, transmitting for concurrence, the following House bills and 
resolutions : 

House joint resolution No. 1, " Prohibiting the founding, organi
zation, support, or maintenance of military institutes of learning, 
without bei11g cha'rtcred by the Legislature of the State of Texas.'' 
Read first time a11d refclTcll to tl.c Committee on Education. 

House joint res·Jlution No. 17, "Jomt resolution authorizing the 
Governor to lease out the lands appropriatecl for the Le11efit of the 
Lunatic, Blirnl and Deaf and Dumb 1bylnrns." Read first time, 
and refr~rrcd to the Committee on State Aifiirs. 

House bill No. 70, "Av. act for the relief of 'rhomas N. Haynes.'' 
Head first time and referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

House bill No. 238, "An act to an:end 'an act to establish a Code 
of Criminal Procedure for the State of Texas,' appl'ovcd August :26, 
1856." Read first time and refenecl to Committee en Judiciary. 

House bill No. 2-12, "An act for tl1e rdicf of Christian Bceh4 

ringer." Re:.id fir;,;t time and referred to Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Huu~e bill :No. 2-17, '·· ,\.n act for the relief of R. H. Walker.'' 
ReJ.d first time and ref0rred to Committ·~c on Pnvate Land Claims. 

House bill No. 248, "An act for tlie relief of Hichard O'Hanlon." 
Read first time and referred to Committc·e 011 Private Land Claim5. 

House bill No. 322, ('An net authorizing and regulating the sale 
of the U uiverfiity lamb." Read fi.-st time an<l referred to Commit
tee on Education. 

House bill No. 328, "An act for the relief of the heirFI of Or
lando Forrest." Read firct time and referred to Committee on 
Private Lmd Claims. 

House bill No. 331, "An act to incorporate the Excelsior Transfer 
and 'l'ransportation Company.'' Re<1<l fir::::t time and referred to 
Committee on Internal Improveme11t,'.. 

House bill No. 338, ~'An act to confer allditio11al authority upon 
the Waco and North Western Railro~nl Company." Read firBt time 
and referred to Committee on Internal Imprornments. 

House bill No. 406, ''An act to incorporate the A.ustin City 
Railroad Company.'' Rea<l first time and referred to Committee on 
Internal Imp!'ovemeuts. . 
· House bill No. 408, "An act to incorporate the Corpus Christi 

and Rio Grande Railroad Company." Read first time and referred 
to Committee on Internal ImproYements. 

House bill No. 414: "An act toamend an act entitled 'an act to 
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incoroJrate tho Rio Grande Railrcad Company,' approved August 
13, i870." Head first time and referred to Committee on Internal 
Improvements. 

House bill No. 422, ''An act to incorporate the Mississippi, Tex 
as and Pacific R.ailroad Company." Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Internal lmproYements. 

House bill No. 425, "An act to authorize the- Commissioner of 
the General Land Office to issue to B. I-I. Davis, assignee, an uncon
ditional second class head right certificate for six hundred and forty 
acres of land, upon couditional No. 90." Read first time and re
ferred to Committee on Private Land Claims. 

House bill No. 433, "An aet for tbe relief of S. B. Reid." 
Read first time and referred to Committee on Claims and Accounts. 

House bill No. 444, "An net to authorize William Burney and 
Thomas Burney to erect a toll bridge over Pin Oak creek, in the 
county of Limestone, Texas." Read first time and referred to 
Committee on R,oa<ls, Bridges ~nd Ferries. 

House bill No. 490, "An act to establish a system of public free 
schools in the State of Texas." Read first time and referred to 
Committee on Educntion. 

House bill No. 553, 'iAn act to incorporate the city of Tyler, 
and to provide for the administration of its municipal affairs." Read 
first time. 

Also, for signature of the President, the following enrolled House 
bills: 

House bill No 69. "An act to amend an act entitled 'an act t.o 
organize the courts of justices of the peace and county courts, and 
to define their jurisdiction and duties,' approved August 13, 1870." 

House bill No. 113, "An act to incorporate the officers and mem
bers of Weatherford Lodge No. 77, I. 0. 0. F.:' 

House bill No. 163, "An act to incorporate Austin Hook and 
Ladder Company No. 1, of the city of Austin.'' 

House bill No. 134, ''An act to amend 'an act to incorporate the 
town of Clarksville, Rell River county,' approved January 31, 
1852." 

Enrolled bills signed and returned to the House. 

BILLS ON SECOND READING. ., 
Senate bill No. 208, "An act to incor~rate the San Antoni<> 

Bridge Company.'' Read second time, ordered engros3ed and pa~ 
to a third reading. 

Senator Mills moved that the rules be suspended, and Senate·bil\ 
No. 208 read third time. 
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· · Yeas and nays called for and rules suspended by the following 
\"Ote: 

Yeas--Mr. President, Baker, Bowers, Cole, Dohoney, Douglass, 
Evans: Fountain, Hall, Hertzberg, Hillebrand, Latimer, Mills, 
l'ar?ons, Pettit, Pyle~ Rawson, Saylor, Shannon-19. 

Nays-Bell, Ford, Gaines, Ruby-4. 
· On motion of Senator Mills, Senate bill No. 208 reo.d third time 

&nd passed 
By leave Senator Ruby submitted the following report of Com

mittee on Finance : 

Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 
AUSTIN, April 12, 1871. 

SIR: Your Committee on Finance, to whom was referred House 
bill No. 215, "An act to provide for the payment of the public debt 
6f the State of Texas/' have had the same under consideration, and 
I am requested to report the same back and ask that it be referred 
t-0 the Committee on Public Debt. 

Very respectfully, 
W. A. SAYLOR, 

Chairman. 
On motion of Senator Saylor, the rules were suspended, the re

port adopted and House bill No. 215 referred to the Committee on 
Public Debt. 

On motion of Senator Dohoney, the rules were suspended to take 
from fil~ Senate hill No. 197, ''An act requiring the District Clerk 
of Lamar county to index the records of his office, and providing for 
his payment therefor." Read second time, ordered engrossed and 
passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Senator Dohoney. the rules were further suspended, 
and Senate bill No. 197 read third time and passed. 

On motion of President Campbell, the rules were suspended to 
take from file House bill No. 415, ''An act to incorporate the oity 
'Of .Mari:;hall, and to grant a new charter to said city." Read second 
time, and on motion of Senator Rawson the following amendments 
were adopted. 

Amend article one• line five, by striking out the word "per
petual." 
• Amend article three by striking out all of said article after the 

Word " second," in line four. 
On motion of President Campbell, the rules were further sus

pended, and House bill No. 415 read third time and passed. 
On motion of Senator Cole, the rules were suspended, to take 

s J-62 
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from file Senate bill No. 328, "An act to incorporate the Interna
tional Immruncc Company." Read second time, and on motion of 
Senator Cole, the following atDendment reported by the Committee 
on State Affairs was adopted : Amend section eight, line nine, by 
inserting after the word " securities " the words " or mortgages or 
deeds of trust on unincumbered real estate." 

And on further motion, Senate bill No. 328 ordered engroesed, 
and passed to a third reading as amended. 

On motion of Senator Py le, the rules were suspended, and Senate 
bill No. 328 read tbinl time a11<l passed. 

On motion of 8enator l\lilh~, the rules were suspended to take 
from file Senate bill No. ;_.01, "An act to incorporate the city of 
Navasota, Texas.'' Read seco11d time, and on motion of Senator 
Mills the following ame;1dment was adopted: Amendment to Senate 
bill No. 301, by Committee on State Affairs : Amend by adding to 
~ction three the followillg, ''Awl that whe11evcr compla.mt is made 
to the district judge, under oath, by any person or pe1 sons, accusing 
the mayor or any member of the board of aldermen, or any officer 
aµpoinkd by them, or elected by authority of this act, of malfeasance, 
uiisfoasancc or nonfl·asance in office, or any neglect of duty, lie shall 
iurn1cdiately examine iuto the truth of said charges, and if true 
he shall remove the per:->on or pcrwus from office at once." 

Aud, on further motiu11, ~cuatc bill No. 301 ordered engrossed, 
anJ. pa:;scd to a third rea1li11g as :mie~dcd. 

011 motiuu of Se!!atur Baker, tlic rules were further suspended, 
aud Seuate bill No. 301 1-;cad tliird time and passed. 

Ou motion of Se1~ator Hertzberg, the rules were suspended to 
take from file llouse bill Ne. 2;)0, "An act to authorize the City 
Council of tbe city of New llruuufels to levy and collect a special 
tax.'' Read second time. 

On mo~ion of ::::enator Pyle, the rules were further suspended 
!IIHl House hill No. 2.JO read tliinl time and pas::;eci. 

By leave, Senator Parsons introduced a bill (Senate bill No. 34 7) 
to lie entitled "An act to incorporate the Houston Dollar Saving 
Bank." Read fint time and referred to the Committee on State 
Afuirs. 

By leave, Senator Bowers introduced a. bill (Senate bill No. 348) 
to he entitled "An act to validate the llenja11'in B. Thomas headright 
certificate." Read first time and referred to Committee on Private 
Land Claims. 

By leave, Senator Bell introduced a bill (Senate bill No. 34)) 
to be entitled "An act to provide for appeals from interlocutory judg
ment'' Head first time and referred to Committee on Judiciary. 

On motion of Senator Gaines, the rules were suspended to take 
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·rrom file Senate.bill No. 2J9: "An act to incorporate the Navasota 
Ferry Company." Read second time . 

. Senator Gaines offered the following amendment, which was 
wiopted: 

Amend the caption by inserting after the word "Navasota," the 
words "and Washington county." 

On further motion, Senate bill No. 299 ordered engrossed and 
passed to a third reading as amended. 

On motion of Ser.a tor Gaines, the rules were further suspended 
and Senate bill No. 299 r _ad third time and passed. 

Senator PriJgeu submitted the following reports of the Committee 
on Enrolled Bills : 

Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

COMMITTEE Roou, 
AUSTIN, April 11, 1871. 

Srn: Your Committee on Enrolled B;l}s have carefully examined 
and find correctly enrolled Senate bill No. 258, entitled "An act to 
authorize M.attbew Armstong, bis associates and sncceasors, to con
struct, own and keep a toll bridge on White Oak creek, in Hopkins 
county;" and Senate hill No. 196, entitled "An act to incorporate 
the city of Hearne;" and Senate bill No. 13, entitled ''An act to 
authorize the clerks of the district courts and the justices of the 
peace of the several counties to issue exc0utions after the adjourn
ment of each term of their respective courts against the plaintiff or 
defendant for aJJ costs created by them in any suit or suits therein," 
and to-day presented them 'to the Governor for his approval. 

Ron. DON CAMPBELL, 
President of the Senate : 

.B. J. PR.IDG EN, 
Chairman. 

Co~IMITTEE RooM, 
AUSTI}l', April 12, 1871. 

Sm: Your Committee on Enrolled Bills have examined and find 
correctly enrolled Senate bill No. 106, entitled "An act for the 

:.relief of W. II. Dange.rfield ;" also, Senate bill No. 246, entitled 
· "An act granting a charter to James A. Mitcham to create, keep 
and run a ferry boat at Bazett's landing or crossing on the Trinity 
,river, in Henderson county and Navarro county;" abo, Senate bill 
.:No. 45, entitled ''An act to incorporate the Kaufman County Bridge 
Company;" also, Senate bill No. 152, entitled "An act to incor-

. .Porate the Falls Count.Y Turnpike, Road and. Bridge Company ;" 
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also, Senate bill No. 55, entitled " An act to incorporate the East 
Texas _Cotton and Woolen and Cotton ~eed· Oil Manufacturing· 
Company;" also, Senate bill No. 166, entitled "An act to organize 
and maintain a system of public free schools in the State of Texas/' 
and to-day presented them to the Governor for his approval. 

· B. J. PRIDGEN1 

Chairman. 
Reports read and received. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS. 

Senate bill No. S08, "An act to organize the Bureau of Immi-
gration." 

Senator Mills moyed a call of the Senate. Call sustained. 
Absent-Senators Hall and Saylor. 
Absent--excused-Senator Flanagan. 
Senator Ruby moved that the call be suspended. Lost. 
On motion of Senator Gaines, the call was suspended. 
Senate bill N '.. 308: The question being upon the amendment 

offered by Senator Gaines, add " and one for Africa" to the follow~ 
ing amendment reported by the Committee on Immigration : 

In section eight, line, three, amend, after the word "Europe" 
add "not more than one agent for the United States, and two for 
Europe; of the latter, one for Great Britain and one for the Con
tinent." 

Pending discussion, on motion of President Campbell, the 
further consideration of the bill was postponed, and Senate bill No. 
308 made specii:a.l order for to.morrow at 10:45 o'clock A. M. . 

On motion of President Campbell, the rules were suspended to take 
from file substitutQ Senate bill No. 168, "An oot to incorporate the 
Galveston and Denver City Air Line Railway, and to promote the 
construction thereof." 

Question being upon the adoption of the amendments reported by 
~~~ ! 

0•1 motion of President Campbell, the following House amend
ments were concurred in : Section two, line three, strike out '~one· 
or more " and insert in lieu thereof the words " single or double ;17-. 

same section, line twenty, strike out all after the word · " road;" 
strike out section ten and number section eleven section ten, ard 
!ection twelve section eleven. · ·' .'~ 

By leave, Senator Tendick submitted the following report.: 
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Hon. DON CAMPBELL, 

COMMITTEE RooM, 
AusTIN, Apnl 12, 1871. 

President of the Senate : 
SIR: Your Committee of Oonference, appointed to confer with a 

like committee from the House on :--enate amendment to House bill 
Nq. 25, "An act to incorporate a Gymnastic Associativn at New 
Braunfels, under the name and style of Turnverein New Braunfels," 
have the honor to report that your committee have agreed with the 
House committee to the effect that the Senate recede from its amend-
ment. 

Very respectfully, 
R. P. 'l'ENDICK, Chairman .. 
S. EVANS, 
1,HEO. HERTZBERG. 

Report read and laid over under the rules. 
On motion of Senator Douglass, the rules were susrended to take 

from file' House bill No. 553, ''An act to incorporate the city of 
Tyler, and to provide for the administration of its municipal affairs." 
Read second time. 

On motion of Senator Douglass, the rules were further suspended 
and House bill No. 553 read third time and passed. 

On motion of Senator Parsons, the rules were suspended to take 
from file Senate bill No. 218, "An act to amend an act to consoli
date in one act and amend the several acts incorporating the city of 
Houston, in Harris county,' passed August 2; 1870." Read second 
time, ordered engrossed and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Senator Parsons, the rules were further suspended, 
and Senate blll No. 218 read third time and passed. 

The following bills were taken from. file, read first time, and re
ferred as follows : 

House joint resolution No. 22, "Joint resolution authorizing the 
Governor to dispose of the Houston 1'ap and Brazoria. railroad.'' Re
ferred to the Committee on Judiciary. 

Substitute House bill No. 99, "An act to incorporate the Cle
burne a::d Cross Timber Railway Company." Referred to the Com
mittee on Internal Improvements. 

House bill No. 518, "An act to incorporate the town of Ledbet
ter, county of :Fayette." Referred to the Committee on State 
Affairs. 

BILL8 ON. THIRD READING. 

Senate bill No. 2, "An act granting assistance to the Agricultu-
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ral, Mechanical, Blood Stock Association of Tens." Read third 
time. 

Senator Pyle moved that the report of the Committee on Agricul
tural Affairs, recommending that the bill do not pass, be adopted. 
Motion carried, and Senate bill No. 2 lost. 

By leave Senator Ruby introduced a bill (Senate bill No. 350) 
to be entitled. ''An act to incorporate the Galveston and Brazos Nav
igation Company, approved February 6, 1850, Chap. CXIII., and 
to amend an act approved December 2, 1850, Chap. XXXI., and to 
change the title of· the first named act to 'an act to incorporate the 
Galveston, Sabine, Corpus Christi apd Rio Grande Na,'igation Com
pany, and to provide aid for the construction of the canal herein 
contemplated by the State of Texas, and by the counties, cities and 
towns interested therein.'" Read first time and referredt o Commit
tee on Internal Improvements. 

By leave Senator Parsons submitted the following report of the 
Committee on Internal Improvements : 

COMMITTEE RooM:, 
AUSTIN, April 13, 1871. 

Ho~. DON CAMPBELL. 
President of the Senate : 

Srn: Your Committee on Internal Improvements, to whom was 
referred Sena.te bill No. 34!, entitled "An act to incorporate the 
Colorado River Improvement ancl Navigation Company," beg leave 
to report that they have considered the same, and recommend its 
passage. 

WM. H. PARSONS, Chairman, 
W. H. PYLE, 
THOS. H. BAKER, 
D. W. COLE, 
J. P. DOUGLASS. 

On motion of Senator Bahr, the rules were suspended and the 
report adopted, Senate bill No. 344 read second time, ordered en
grossed and passed to a third reading. 

On motion of Senator Parsons, the rules were further suspended, 
anrl Senate bill No. 341 read third time and passed. 

·[President resumed the chair. J 
Message from the House by Chief Clerk transmitting for signa

ture the following enrolled House bills : 
House bill No. 400, "An act to incorporate the town of Burnet, 

in Burnet county." 
House bill No. 2J, "An act to incorporate the Casino Soci~ty of 

Indianola." · 
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House bill No. 15, "An act to inc{lrporate the Casino Society of 
Y C'rktown.'' 

Also, transmitting the following message : 

IN THE HousE OF REPBESEN'TATIV'ES, 
STATE OF TEXAS, April 18, 1871. 

lJemun·er and replication of tlze House of Representatives of 
the State of Texas, to tltc answer of Wm. H Russell, judge 
of the Fifteenth Judicial District of the State of Texas: to 
the articles of impeachment exhibited against llim by the 
House of llepresentatit-es. 

The House of Representatives of the State of Texas have consid
ered the several answers of William H. Russell, Judge of the Fif
!eenth Judicial District, State of Texas, to the arlicles of impeach
ment E?.x.Libited against him by the House of Representatives, re
serving to themselves and all the people of the State of Texas the 
advantage of excepting to the sufficiency of his answer to each and 
all the articles of impeac:Bment exhibited against him, and do deny 
each and every averment in his answer or auswcrs which denies or 
traverses the acts, intents, crimes or misdemeanors charged against 
him in the original articles of impeachment or either of them ; and 
for replication do say that sail William H. Russell, Judge of the 
Fifteenth Judicial District, State of Texas, is guilty of the high 
crimes and misdemeanors charged in said ar~icles, and that said 
Russell committed the same with the willful intention of violating 
law and the right of individuals; and the House of Representatives 
will be ready to prove the same at such time as the ~enate may 
appoint. 

12 o'CLocK M. 
The hour having arrived, the Senate resolved itself into a. high 

court of impeachment for the trial of William H. Russell, Judge of 
the Fifteenth Judicial District, of the State of Texas. 

HIGH COURT OF IMPEACHMENT. 

Thursday, April 13, 1871. 

Tn:e ST.ATE OF TEXAS vs. WILLI.AM H. RusssELL. 

The court having been opened by proclamation: 
Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Representa· 

· tives that the Senate is in its chamber and ready to proceed on the 
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trial of the impeachment of William H. Russell, Judge of the Fif'· 
teenth J mlicial District, and that seats are provided for the accom
modation of the members of the House. 

Tue managers attended. 
The articles of impeachment exhibited by the House of Reprcsen· 

tatives, and the replication of the House of Representatives to the 
ar.swer of the respondent, were then read. 

On motion of Se:iator ..Hrotighton, the reading of the minutes of 
yesterday was dispensed with by unanimous consent, the m:i.nagers 
from the House and counsel for respondent assenting. 

'fhe managt:rs having presented and caused to be read the replica
tion of the House of Representatives to the answer of defendant, 
proceeded tLrough the Hon. :Mr. Abbott, one of their number, to 
discuss the answer of the defendant as upon a general demurrer, 
whereupon the defendant, by his counsel, o~jected to the discussion 
because no general or special demurrer had been interposed to the 
answer and because there was no question before the court. 

Pursuant to the resolution of yesterday, the Senate retired for 
consultation upon the point of order raised by the counsel for res. 
pondent. 

Upon their return, Senator F•untain, on the part of the Senate, 
reported that the Senate, sitting as a high court of impeachment, 
having duly considered the objections raised by the respondent to 
exception to be urged agqinst sai<l respondent's answer herein, and 
believing that the replication of the managers aforesaid does not 
necessarily include a demurrer; whereupon it was 

Ordered, That said objections be sustained, and the said man· 
agers having reserved to themselves and all the people of the State 
of Texas, the ad van tag:- of excepting to the sufficiency of his answer 
to each and all of the articles of impeachment exhibited again&t 
respondent; it is 

Purther ordered, That they, the managers aforesaid, have leave 
to file herein such other and further demurrer or exceptions to said 
answer as to them may seem meet and proper, and necessary to the 
successful prosecution of ~he said articles of impeachn:ent exhibited 
against the said respondent, W. H. Russell, Judge of the Fifteenth 
Judicial District of the State of Texas. 

The Hon. Mr. Abbott, on the part of the managers, requested 
th11.t summo1.s issue to the following witnesses, to-wit : Henry 
Haupt, Cruise Corson, L. Schilinger, William Scanlon, R. B. Fos
ter, }.,. E. l\IacManus and F. Cummings, of Brownsville? Texas; 
Rudolph Kruse, of San Antonio, Texas; and J. W. Dickson, of 
McLennan county, Texas ; said summons to be returnable here in· 
stanter. · 
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"Senat.or Pickett moved that the high court of impeachment do 
•ow adjourn to 12 M. to-morrow, which motion was agreed to; 
whereupon, the Sergeant-at--.Arms, by order of the President, closed 
the court by proclamation. 

IN SENATB. 
Senator Fountain offered the following resolution, which was 

-adopted: 
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to draft and 

l!Ubmit to the Senate rules for the government of the Senate, when 
sitting as a high court of impeachment. 

The Chair appointed as such committee Senators Fountain, Do
honey and Pickett. 

On motion of Senator Fountain, the Senate, at 1:40 P. M., ad
jou.rned to 10 A. M. to-morrow. 


